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Six ways to build your super   
Many people rely on their employer’s contributions to build their super.  
But there are many other ways to increase your savings, here are six tips  
to help retire comfortably.
You may be surprised by what you can do with your super. While the different taxes, laws and types of contributions  
may be confusing, you can start taking control and even boost your super savings by understanding the basics.
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*Authorised Representative of Financial Services Partners Pty Ltd ABN 15 089 512 587 AFSL 237 590. 
This is general information only and does not consider your personal circumstances. It should not be considered tax advice. You should not act on any 
recommendation without obtaining professional financial advice specific to your circumstances. We recommend you speak to a financial adviser before acting  
on any of the information you read on this website.

1. Super guarantee
With a few exceptions, your employer must contribute 9.5 per cent of your pre-tax salary to your super.  
This is known as the ‘super guarantee’ and is taxed at 15 per cent1. Most people build their super purely  
through employer contributions but there are other ways to accumulate super. 

2. Salary sacrifice
Ask your employer to increase the contribution. This is called ‘salary sacrifice’ because you make  
voluntary contributions to your super by sacrificing part of your pre-tax salary. This contribution  
is also taxed at 15 per cent2. The pre-tax limit on contributions for anyone under the age of 50 is  
$30,000 per year, and $35,000 per year for those over 503. 

3. After tax contributions
Make voluntary contributions to your super from your after-tax income. These contributions won’t be  
taxed again as you’ve already paid tax on the money at your normal rate. The after-tax contribution limit  
is $180,0004 per year. But bring forward provisions could allow contributions up to $540,000.
If you are a high-income earner, salary sacrifice may be more tax-effective than voluntary after-tax payments  
as your income may be taxed at the highest marginal tax rate of up to 47 per cent (plus Medicare levy)5. 

4. Low income super contribution scheme
If you are a low-income earner, you could benefit from the low income super contribution scheme where the 
government will refund the 15 per cent tax up to $5006. Take advantage now as this scheme will end in 20177. 

5. Co-contributions
Take advantage of government concessions such as the co-contribution scheme. If you make voluntary  
after-tax contributions you could receive a contribution from the government, depending on your income8. 

6. Spouse contributions
If your spouse is on a low income, contribute to their super. This will reduce your income tax and you may  
even be entitled to a tax offset. You could also split your employer super contributions with your spouse9. 

There are many other strategies to boost retirement savings and achieve tax-effective outcomes,  
including transition to retirement plans. A financial adviser could help you build your super today  
for a more comfortable future. 
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